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Message from the Chief of Police

On behalf of the men and women of the Middlesex Police Department, it is with great
pride and honor that | present the 2019 Annual Police Department report. Each year
brings new challenges for law enforcement officers everywhere, and 2019 was no
exception. | am pleased to report that our officers proved equal to these challenges. As
their jobs grow more difficult and more dangerous, they undauntedly served and protected
our citizens.

We are guided by the mission statement of the Middlesex Police Department, which is to
safeguard life and property, to preserve the peace, to enforce the law fairly and impatrtially,
and to serve the public with honesty, integrity and professionalism. Our many notable
accomplishments are the direct result of the dedication and commitment of our officers,
the exceptional level of training that they receive, the strong partnerships we have made
with our community and the support of our governing body.

| am grateful to the members of our department both sworn and civilian, the various civic
organizations, businesses partners and the citizens of Middlesex Borough for their
support, which is critical to the success of our mission. Special thanks to all the Borough
Department Heads and the people in their respective departments that help support the
Middlesex community on a daily basis.

| am honored and privileged to lead the Middlesex Police department and look forward to
the many challenges that we face in 2020. We are committed to providing a safe place
to live, work and raise a family through the efficient delivery of police services and strong
community partnerships.

Matthew P. Geist

Chief of Police
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Mission Statement

The mission of the Middlesex Police Department is to safeguard life and
property, to preserve the peace, to enforce the law fairly and impartially,
and to serve the public with honesty, integrity and professionalism.

To accomplish our mission, we are committed to working in partnership
with community members to reduce crime, to maintain order and to identify
and solve problems to improve the quality of life in our community.

We will accomplish our mission with compassion and sensitivity, and with
respect for individual rights, human dignity and community values.

Unitas ¢ Integritas ¢ Viribus
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Organizational Chart
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Staff Roster

Chief of Police
Matthew P. Geist

Captain
Francis W. DeNick

Lieutenants
Daniel A. O'Connor
Craig T. Comiskey

Sergeants
Michael J. Mastrogiovanni

Stephen S. Johnson
Chad D. Corner
James E. Bacon
Thomas Carroll
Thomas G. Falk

Police Officers

Mark Melchiorre Ryan Skow

Marc Arancio James Dolinski
Joleen Auricchio Daniel McCue
Sean Flanagan George Pilesky
Scott Christofides Paul Steffanelli
James Morley Richard Szymczak
Jamie Marczak Scott Mulford

Paul Muldowney Anthony Painchaud
Colin DeVincenzo Bryan Rodrigues
Robert Dangler Paul Cerreto

Civilian Support Personnel
Robyn Seif, Administrative Assistant

Sharon Smigel, Records Secretary
Diane Roy, Records Secretary

Middlesex Police Department 2019 Annual Report Page 6




Explanation of Organizational Responsibilities

Administrative Division:

The Administrative Division is comprised of five sections: Internal Affairs Unit, the
Inspectional Unit, the Technical Services Unit, the Communications Unit and the Training
Unit. This section will be the direct responsibility of the Administrative Division
Commander who has the rank of Captain or Lieutenant. Personnel within this division

report directly to him/her on matters of concern.

The Administrative Division is responsible for establishing, reviewing and disseminating
departmental policies and procedures, evaluating the quality of the organization’s
operations, ensuring that the organization’s goals are being pursued, identifying the need
for additional resources, and ensuring that control is maintained throughout the
organization. The Administration Division also coordinates all facets of department
training including new officer field training, in-service training and all other specialized
training, and ensures the continued, efficient operation of department. The Captain is the
Administrative Division Commander and serves as the department’s Public Information
Officer and as the Internal Affairs/Professional Standards Commander. He is responsible
for assisting the Chief of Police in areas such as budgeting, planning, training and policy

development.
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Explanation of Organizational Responsibilities

Investigations Division:

Commanded by a Lieutenant and comprised of three Detectives, the Investigations
Division is responsible for investigating crimes, including processing crime scenes and
collecting evidence, providing technical and operational support and coordinating
investigations with various Federal, State, County and Municipal law enforcement
agencies. Typical investigations conducted by the Division include robberies, sexual
assaults, arsons, burglaries, motor vehicle and other thefts, missing persons and all
juvenile related criminal activity. They perform additional responsibilities permit and
license inspections and gathering and disseminating intelligence. Additionally, the
Investigations Division conducts any and all police recruit, police employment and police

volunteer background investigations.

The Investigations Division is responsible for maintaining daily contact with the Federal,
State, County and Municipal agencies involved in providing domestic security and with

disseminating relevant information to specific personnel within the department.

The Investigations Division works closely with the State and County youth services
agencies, local schools and parent groups, and other organizations to prevent juvenile
crime and to identify those juveniles who are in need of help. They also administer the
Stationhouse Adjustment Program.

The Investigations Division also oversees the Records and Service Bureau and the
Evidence and Property function. The Records and Service Bureau Supervisor is

comprised of a Sergeant and two civilian Records Secretaries.
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Explanation of Organizational Responsibilities

Patrol Division:

The largest of the department’s three divisions, the uniformed Patrol Division’s primary
function is the preservation of life and property. The Patrol Division encompasses the
Patrol Bureau, the Traffic Safety Unit, Police Matrons, the Community Policing Unit and
the School Security Unit. The patrol officer aggressively enforces motor vehicle laws to
ensure the safe and efficient passage of vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians. The primary
functions of the Patrol Division are to deter and discover the commission of crimes, to

enforce criminal and traffic laws, and to maintain peace and good order.

Patrol officers are the first on-scene for a wide range of calls for service, that includes
medical emergencies, natural disasters, fires, domestic disputes, motor vehicle crashes,

and the investigation of crimes and disorderly persons offenses.

Members of the Patrol Division staff the Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP), answering
all 9-1-1 and non-emergency calls and dispatching the appropriate resources for the

requested call for service.

The Patrol Division is comprised of a Patrol Lieutenant, a Staff Sergeant, a School
Resource Officer, and sixteen patrol officers divided into four squads each led by a Patrol
Sergeant. The patrol vehicle fleet consists of thirteen marked patrol vehicles, one
motorcycle and 4 bicycles.
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2019 — The Year in Review

Notable Investigations and Arrests

The events listed below represent the more notable investigations and arrests involving
Middlesex Police Officers during 2019. They are just a few examples of the excellent police
work performed by Middlesex Police Officers.

Police rang in the new year by arresting Eddie Peek, 20, of East Orange and charging him
with eight counts of Burglary, two counts of Attempted Burglary, Theft, Credit Card Theft
and Fraudulent Use of a Credit Card in connection with thefts from vehicles parked on First
Street, New Street and Grandview Street.

One week later, Hussain M. Hassan, 19, of North Bergen was arrested and charged with
Cyber Harassment. An investigation conducted by Officer Robert Dangler and Detective
Sean Flanagan revealed that Mr. Hassan tricked an underage borough girl into exchanging
compromising photographs via the internet.

In February, Roselio A. Pena, 21, of Bronx, NY was charged with Theft by Deception. Mr.
Pena telephoned an 83-year-old borough resident and convinced her to wire him $3,300.00
to post as bail to secure the release of her grandson - who he claimed was jailed in New
York on a DUI charge — none of which was true. Officer Paul Cerreto and Detective Sean
Flanagan investigated and identified Pena as the fraudster.

Joseph M. Colucci, 59, of Middlesex Borough was arrested and charged on February 10
with one count of arson in the third degree, one count of possession of prohibited weapons
and devices, specifically destructive devices in the third degree, and one count of causing
or risking widespread injury or damage in the fourth degree. On February 9, Middlesex
Police responded to an emergency aid call at West Second Street and located two pipe
bombs inside the residence. An evacuation was ordered and the Middlesex County
Sheriff's Office K9 Unit and the New Jersey State Police Bomb Unit were called to the
scene. A preliminary investigation determined that Colucci, the homeowner, was in
possession of the two pipe bombs and homemade bomb making material, including gun
powder. It was also determined that between October 18, 2017 and November 8, 2017,
Colucci detonated a pipe bomb in the immediate area near the Warrenville Road bridge in

the borough.
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2019 — The Year in Review
Notable Investigations and Arrests

Less than one week later, Gector T. Martinez, 27, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with Disorderly Conduct, Criminal Mischief, Terroristic Threats, Resisting Arrest,
Attempting to Disarm a Law Enforcement Officer and Throwing Bodily Fluids at a Law
Enforcement Officer. Officers responding to a report of a disorderly person on Wilton
Avenue encountered Martinez and determined that he had intentionally damaged the
vehicle of an acquaintance. During the course of his arrest, Martinez struggled with, spat

at and threatened the officers.

February proved to be an eventful month, and a joint investigation conducted by the
Middlesex Police Department, the New Jersey State Police and the NYPD culminated in
the arrest of four New Brunswick residents in connection with a spree of distraction-style
burglaries, including the September 14, 2018 burglary of a North Lincoln Avenue
residence. On that date in 2018, two male subjects came to the victim’s residence, claiming
to be water company employees. While one male subject directed the elderly resident to
her rear yard, the second entered the home and ransacked a first floor bedroom, making
off with a reported $857.00 in cash and jewelry. Angelo Petro, 21, and Nicholas Petro, 19,
were charged with Burglary and Theft, Marian N. Petro, 49, was charged with Receiving
Stolen Property and with Fencing Stolen Property and Larry Burt, 49, was charged with

Conspiracy.

Closing out February, members of the Middlesex Police Department, the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’'s Office Drug Task Force, the Union County Prosecutor's Office and the
Plainfield Police Department executed a search warrant on the premises at 232 Terrill
Road in Plainfield. Police seized eight bricks and three bundles of heroin. The raid
stemmed from a CDS investigation that originated in Middlesex Borough. Jessica Miller,
32, of Plainfield was charged with two counts Possession with Intent to Distribute within
500 feet of a Park, Possession of CDS with the Intent to Distribute, Possession of CDS

and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.
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2019 — The Year in Review
Notable Investigations and Arrests

Moving to March, Rodney Theobal, 34, of Brooklyn, NY was arrested and charged with
Fencing Stolen Property, eleven counts of Uttering Fraudulent Documents and with eleven
counts of False Impersonation. Detective Paul Steffanelli initiated an investigation into
suspicious sales activity at a local pawn shop, dating back to January 28, and he developed
Mr. Theobal as a suspect. Detective Steffanelli and Detective Sean Flanagan interrupted
Mr. Theobal while he was attempting to complete another such transaction and arrested
him for Uttering a Fraudulent Document and for False Impersonation. After obtaining a
warrant and searching his vehicle, Theobal was charged with ten additional counts of each
charge and one count of Fencing. The detectives determined that during the two-month
period, Mr. Theobal used fraudulent items of identification to rent $30,000.00 worth of
power tools only to sell them to the pawn shop. Detectives discovered an additional

$5,000.00 worth of rented power tools in Mr. Theobal’s vehicle during their search.

Also in March, police announced the arrest of Jamal A. Johnson, 38, of Newark in
connection with the January, 2016 home invasion and burglary of a borough residence.
Middlesex Police Detectives, assisted by the New Jersey State Police Fugitive Task Force
Unit, arrested Johnson at his place of residence. On Tuesday, January 12, 2016 two male
subjects smashed a window on the rear of a Starlit Drive home and entered the victim’s
residence. The elderly victim, who was asleep in her second floor bedroom, was awakened
to find the two intruders standing over her as she lay in bed. The intruders ransacked two
upstairs bedrooms and removed $6,850.00 in jewelry. One subject ran from the home to
a waiting vehicle while the second subject drove off in the victim’s silver colored, 2013
Acura TL.

Joshua A. Marin-Hernandez, 18, of Somerville was charged with Robbery, Employing
Juveniles in the Commission of a Crime and Conspiracy. Two 16 year-old males, one of
Middlesex and one of Dunellen, were charged with Robbery and Conspiracy. On April 25,
Police responded to the east parking lot of the Middlesex High School to investigate a
reported robbery. The 13-year-old victim reported that two individuals forcibly took from
him his cell phone, headphones and cash, before fleeing the area. Through investigation,
it was quickly determined that Mr. Marin-Hernandez and the 16 year-old Middlesex male
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2019 — The Year in Review
Notable Investigations and Arrests

were the pair responsible for committing the robbery and that the 16 year-old Dunellen
male, who had initially portrayed himself as an additional robbery victim himself,

participated in the planning and commission of the robbery.

Wali D. Wiggs, 21, of Middlesex was arrested and charged with Burglary and Theft in
connection with the June 7 burglary of a Parker Street home. On Friday, June 7, patrols
responded to the Parker Street residence on a report of an apparent burglary. Officers
confirmed that an unknown actor had entered the home and removed various items valued
at almost $3,000.00. Officers and Detectives promptly and aggressively began the
investigation and, aided by information provided them by alert, concerned citizens, soon
identified Wiggs as a suspect. By 9:00pm that evening officers had secured a warrant for
Wiggs’ arrest; by 9:28pm Wiggs was in police custody and all of the victims’ property had
been.

The summer began with the July arrest of John A. Fakla, 33, of Piscataway for Stalking
and with Eluding in a Motor Vehicle. Officer Anthony Painchaud was investigating a report
of a suspicious vehicle on Grant Avenue when he located the vehicle being operated by
Mr. Fakla. When the officer attempted to stop the vehicle it sped off, Mr. Fakla disregarding
traffic control devices while attempting to elude the officer. Mr. Fakla was later arrested in

Piscataway Township.

In August, things continued to heat up. Andre A. Moore, 44, of Newark was arrested and
charged with Unlawful Possession of a Handgun, Possession of Prohibited Devices
(Hollow Point Bullets), Possession of a Weapon for an Unlawful Purpose, Possession of
Stolen Property, Possession of Marijuana and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia
subsequent to a motor vehicle stop on Hazelwood Avenue near Grant Avenue. At 12:25am
on Wednesday, August 21, Officer James Morley arrested Mr. Moore for DUI. Officer Scott
Mulford, who arrived to assist Officer Morley, searched Mr. Moore’s vehicle and located a
loaded, HiPoint brand, 9mm handgun beneath the driver's seat. The gun was reported

stolen in Davie, Fl. Also found in the vehicle were four plastic bags containing marijuana.
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2019 — The Year in Review
Notable Investigations and Arrests

In late August, Middlesex Police responded to a report of a robbery at the Quick Chek gas
station at 107 Harris Avenue. The attendant reported that the actor approached him from
behind and demanded money. The attendant, believing that the actor was armed,
surrendered the evening’s cash receipts. On Tuesday, September 10, Detective Sean
Flanagan and Detective Daniel McCue arrested Ahmad D. Goodwin and charged him with
Robbery and Thett.

In October, Salassie Adams, 28, of Plainfield and Brandon L. Beckford, 33, of Piscataway
were arrested and both were charged with Strict Liability for a Drug Induced Death and for
Distribution of a Controlled Dangerous Substance for providing the fentanyl that killed the
28-year old man. Strict Liability for a Drug Induced Death is a first-degree crime. The
victim was found dead in his home in August, 2019. The Middlesex County Medical
Examiner determined the cause of death to be the result of the toxic effects of fentanyl. An
investigation by Detective Daniel McCue and Detective Sean Flanagan of the Middlesex
Borough Police Department revealed that the defendants sold the fentanyl to the victim

which caused his death.
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2019 — The Year in Review
Department Awards

Sergeant Thomas Falk, Detective Daniel McCue, Officer Jamie Marczak, Officer James
Morley, and Officer Scott Mulford were awarded the Unit Citation Award in recognition of
their outstanding work in an investigation involving a suspect possessing prohibitive
weapons or devices that were capable of causing or risking widespread injury or damage.
Officer Jamie Marczak, Officer James Morley, and Officer Scott Mulford responded to a
borough residence for a medical emergency. While treating the patient they observed what
they believed to be explosive devices in the residence. After the discovery Sgt. Thomas
Falk and Detective Daniel McCue responded to assist with this investigation. The officers
were mindful of several reports of unexplained explosions that occurred on Warrenville
Road near the border of Green Brook Township in 2017. A search of the residence yielded
materials consistent with those used to construct explosive devices. The investigation
revealed that, on at least two occasions, the homeowner was responsible for the
explosions in the area of Warrenville Road. He was arrested and charged with various

arson-related charges.

Detective Daniel McCue, Detective Sean Flanagan and Detective Paul Steffanelli were
awarded the Unit Citation in recognition of their outstanding work in conducting numerous
complex and difficult narcotic investigations that resulted in the successful apprehension
of dangerous criminals. Since 2018, the Detectives have brought charges against five
separate individuals for Strict Liability for a Drug Induced Death, a crime of the first degree.
In each of these cases, the defendants provided drugs to persons that resulted in their

overdose deaths.

Police Officer Scott Mulford was awarded a Certificate of Commendation and a Stork pin.
Officer Scott Mulford responded to a first aid call to assist a pregnant patient. Upon arrival
the officer assessed the patient and quickly ascertained expectant mother was in labor and
the baby’'s birth was imminent. Officer Mulford assisted the mother with delivery of a
healthy baby girl.
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2019 — The Year in Review

Department Awards

The following personnel were recognized for having perfect attendance

Lieutenant Craig Comiskey (24 consecutive years)
Sergeant Chad Corner (2 consecutive years)
Police Officer James Dolinski

Police Officer George Pilesky (5 consecutive years)
Police Officer Paul Cerreto

Records Secretary Diane Roy
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2019 — The Year in Review

Monthly Activity Report
2019 JAN FEB MAR | APR MAY | JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT | NOV | DEC | TOTAL
Calls for Service 2091 | 1914 | 2342 | 2277 | 1885 | 1938 1932 1830 | 2039 | 1942 | 1764 | 1788 23742
Adult Arrests 19 23 30 15 15 20 22 23 26 28 20 16 257
Juvenile Arrests 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 5
DWI Arrests 2 3 8 5 6 6 3 4 7 6 9 3 62
MV Summonses 361 337 672 500 249 305 332 331 401 364 335 253 4440
Radar Summonses 60 53 55 28 24 43 29 33 58 59 40 15 497
MV Accidents 25 32 41 35 31 41 39 23 26 44 31 33 401
UCR Index Crimes
Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Robbery 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2
Aggravated
Assault 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3
sub-total 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 5
Burglary 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4
Larceny-Theft 2 8 5 4 0 6 3 4 5 4 3 3 47
MV Theft 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 4
sub-total 2 10 5 4 1 8 4 4 5 4 4 4 55
Total Index Crimes 2 11 5 5 2 8 5 5 5 4 4 4 60
0
Total UCR Crimes 5 12 9 6 2 9 8 6 9 4 4 7 81
UCR Crimes
Cleared 4 8 7 3 1 2 8 3 6 3 2 3 50
UCR Clearance
Rate 80% 67% 78% 50% 50% 22% | 100% | 50% 67% 75% 50% 43% 62%
Arsons 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Simple Assaults 3 1 4 1 0 1 3 1 4 0 0 3 21

The Monthly Activity Report is compiled to assist in identifying trends, devising
strategies and in tracking performance. Some items of note:
e The Middlesex Police Department responded to 23,742 calls for service — more
than 65 calls per day — in 2019.
e The Middlesex Police effected 319 arrests of adults for various offenses.
e The Middlesex Police arrested 62 persons for DWI.
e The department cleared 62% of reported crimes — well above county, state and
national averages.
e Demonstrating a continued commitment to traffic safety, officers issued 4,937
motor vehicle summonses 497 radar summonses (speeding tickets). Despite their
diligence, motor vehicle crashes rose slightly, from 380 in 2018 to 401 in 2019.
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2019 — The Year in Review
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Community Policing Initiatives

The Community Policing Unit was particularly busy this past year. Some
of the programs Community Policing Initiatives — 2019:

Opiate Outreach Initiative launch

Coffee with a Cop: March & September 2019

Elk’s Youth Day

Fishing Derby

35" Annual Torch Run for Special Olympics

National Night Out 2019

Operation Chill in conjunction with 7-Eleven

Community Day Participation

Police Youth Mini Academy

Citizen Response to Active Shooter Event (CRASE) courses delivered to
arearesidents

National “Walk to School Day”

Operation Take Back — Prescription Drugs -over 200 Ibs. accepted
Food Drive

Operation No Sale (Halloween/Mischief Night)

“Making Strides” Cancer awareness

No Shave November to raise awareness on men’s health issues.
Holiday Patrol Initiative

#NotEvenOnce presented to High School seniors

-
ey

E - Elaie
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2019 — The Year in Review

e
PV Traffic Safety Initiatives M
DRIVE SOBER OR 09\

Some noteworthy traffic safety initiatives implemented in 2019 were:

e Traffic Studies - Numerous

Strategic Traffic Enforcement Patrols (conducted periodically throughout the
year)

“Fans Don't Let Fans Drive Drunk” Campaign for Super Bowl LII|
“Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving” Initiative for St. Patrick’s Day

National Highway Traffic Safety “Stop. Trains Can’t.” Campaign

Click It or Ticket Campaign

“U Text, U Drive, U Pay” Distracted Driving Campaign

Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 2019

Put the Brakes on Fatalities Traffic Initiative

‘Make it to the Table: Don’t Drink and Drive this Thanksgiving Eve” Traffic
Initiative

DWI Patrols (conducted periodically throughout the year)

e Several Traffic Safety Initiatives to promote safer driving habits

Officers of the Patrol Division issued 4,937 motor vehicle summonses in 2019.
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Internal Affairs Investigations Data

The members of the Middlesex Borough Police Department are committed to providing
law enforcement services that are fair, effective and impartially applied. It is in the best
interest of everyone that a complaint about the performance of an individual officer is
resolved fairly and promptly. The Middlesex Borough Police Department has formal
procedures for investigating such complaint. These procedures ensure fairness and
protect the rights of both citizens and police officers.

In 2019, nine (9) Internal Affairs investigations were conducted. The dispositions are as
follows:

5- Exonerated
1- Sustained w/ Internal Disciplinary Action
0- Not Sustained

1- Administratively Closed
2 - Unfounded
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